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Some days after the presentation of the memorial
I was summoned by the Emperor, who told me that he
had read it with great interest and had been struck by
the force and the justice of some of the arguments con-
tained therein.    I seized this opportunity to enlarge,
with all the eloquence of which I was capable, upon the
principal points of the document, and to try to con-
vince the Emperor of the urgency of putting them in
effect   by replacing  M. Goremykine's Cabinet with a
coalition Ministry, in which the members of the Douma
and of the Council of the Empire should be largely
represented.    I begged him to make an effort to go out-
side of the narrow circle to which he had limited himself
hitherto for the choice of his Ministers ; belonging myself
to the milieu of the provincial nobility and the Zemstvos,
I guaranteed that class to be no less loyal to the monarchy
than   the   bureaucracy,   which   formed   an   impassable
barrier between the throne and the people.    " The only
end," I said, " that my political friends and I have in
view is to strengthen the executive power, dangerously
shaken by the revolutionary disturbances and by the
mistakes that the Government has committed.    Do not
be afraid to place trust in us, even if we may appear to
be imbued with too liberal ideas.    Again, nothing so
tempers radicalism as the responsibilities that come with
power;   in the course of my long diplomatic career,
passed among widely-differing peoples and in all latitudes,
I have seen many public men, who were notorious for their
radical tendencies as long as they were in the opposi-
tioii* become the surest guardians of order and authority.
Has it not been said with good reason that the best
police are recruited from the ranks of the smugglers ?
Is It possible to believe that men like M. Mouromtzofi,
M* Stibipoff and Prince LvofL all of whom are important